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A Dream Come True: Ottawa’s First Biodome Garden

-
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By Ed Kucerak
What started years ago as a dream

(BPCG) held a grand opening for its
innovative Biodome Garden project
on August 17, 2014.
Mayor Jim Watson attended the
bers and volunteers of the garden, the
community and funding representatives.
The afternoon celebration also
included guided tours of the biodome
and nearby community garden plots
plus a barbecue provided by The
Journey, a local church group.

Not long after BPCG volunteers
and inspired by Patricia Watters’
The Biodome Garden Book, Souliere
asked garden member Michael Oster,

tional crops
the dome structure.
organic vegetables locally, but also

food and food security for the local
community, Oster replied, “There’s

the Biodome Garden is an exciting
of architecture and design, it creates
an attention-grabbing presence in

launched. With the support of BPCG
distance.

planning, design, fund raising, hard
physical labour and eventual construction and completion of

Better Neighbourhoods Program, TD
Friends of the Environment Foundation, Just Food and the Community
thanks to Capital Ward Councillor
David Chernushenko for his ongoing support of the project, and to
Carleton University and Algonquin
College.
The geodesic dome-shaped greenhouse, 13 feet high and 26 feet in

planting. Souliere says that it also
techniques such as vermiculture and
aquaponics.
The Biodome Garden consists of
interior and exterior raised beds for
conventional crops and an eventual
and increase yields. Made of polycarbonate panels securely mounted on a
heated by solar and radiant energy.
celebration and a very proud moment
for Project Leader Michael Oster and
Co-Leader Guy Souliere, and a day
to thank the many volunteers, garden
members, funders and the local comdream come true.
And perhaps it is the beginning

serve as a demonstration, education
and research station, for gardeners,
community members, local schools
and other partners.
For BPCG members and the
hands-on opportunities to learn not

To learn more or to get involved as
a member or project partner, visit
com.

