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By Ed Kucerak

What started years ago as a dream 
IRU�2OG�2WWDZD�6RXWK�UHVLGHQW�*X\�
6RXOLHUH�EHFDPH�D�UHDOLW\�ZKHQ�WKH�
%UHZHU�3DUN�&RPPXQLW\�*DUGHQ�
(BPCG) held a grand opening for its 
innovative Biodome Garden project 
on August 17, 2014.

Mayor Jim Watson attended the 
RI¿FLDO�ULEERQ�FXWWLQJ�FHUHPRQ\�DQG�
FHOHEUDWLRQ�DORQJ�ZLWK�PDQ\�PHP-
bers and volunteers of the garden, the 
community and funding representa-
tives.

The afternoon celebration also 
included guided tours of the biodome 
and nearby community garden plots 
plus a barbecue provided by The 
Journey, a local church group.

Not long after BPCG volunteers 
VWDUWHG�WR�EXLOG�WKH�¿UVW�UDLVHG�EHGV�LQ�
-XQH�������\HV��MXVW�WZR�\HDUV�DJR���
and inspired by Patricia Watters’ 
The Biodome Garden Book, Souliere 
asked garden member Michael Oster, 
³:K\�FDQ¶W�ZH�JURZ�YHJHWDEOHV�DOO�
\HDU�ORQJ�LQ�2WWDZD"´
$OZD\V�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�KHDOWK\�

food and food security for the local 
community, Oster replied, “There’s 
RQO\�RQH�ZD\�WR�¿QG�RXW�´�$QG�WKH�
LGHD�IRU�D�JDUGHQ�IRU�DOO�VHDVRQV�ZDV�
launched. With the support of BPCG 
PHPEHUV��LQ�2FWREHU������WKH�WZR�
PHQ�DQG�WKHLU�³'UHDP�7HDP´�VHW�RXW�
RQ�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�MRXUQH\�ZLWK�PDQ\�
WZLVWV�DQG�WXUQV�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
planning, design, fund raising, hard 
physical labour and eventual con-
struction and completion of  

the dome structure.
/RFDWHG�DFURVV�IURP�%UHZHU�$UHQD��

the Biodome Garden is an exciting 
DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��$�EHDXWLIXO�ZRUN�
of architecture and design, it creates 
an attention-grabbing presence in 
%UHZHU�3DUN�HYHQ�ZKHQ�VHHQ�IURP�D�
distance.
7KH�SLORW�SURMHFW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�

ODUJHVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�2WWDZD�DQG�
LQ�(DVWHUQ�&DQDGD��ZLWK�¿QDQFLDO�
VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�&LW\�RI�2WWDZD¶V�
Better Neighbourhoods Program, TD 
Friends of the Environment Founda-
tion, Just Food and the Community 
*DUGHQ�1HWZRUN��DQG�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�
thanks to Capital Ward Councillor 
David Chernushenko for his on-
going support of the project, and to 
WKH�LQIRUPDO�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�ERWK�
Carleton University and Algonquin 
College.

The geodesic dome-shaped green-
house, 13 feet high and 26 feet in 
GLDPHWHU��ZLOO�SURYLGH�DQ�H[WHQGHG�
JURZLQJ�VHDVRQ�LQ�2WWDZD¶V�FOLPDWH��
DQG�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�WR�FRPH�LW�ZLOO�
serve as a demonstration, education 
and research station, for gardeners, 
community members, local schools 
and other partners.

For BPCG members and the 
SXEOLF�LQ�JHQHUDO��LW�ZLOO�RIIHU�XQLTXH�
hands-on opportunities to learn not 

RQO\�DERXW�WKH�EDVLFV�RI�JURZLQJ�
organic vegetables locally, but also 
DERXW�KRZ�WKH�ELRGRPH�VWUXFWXUH�
ZRUNV�DQG�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�FRPSDQLRQ�
planting. Souliere says that it also 
GHPRQVWUDWHV�LQQRYDWLYH�JURZLQJ�
techniques such as vermiculture and 
aquaponics. 

The Biodome Garden consists of 
interior and exterior raised beds for 
conventional crops and an eventual 
DTXDSRQLFV�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�ZLOO�VDIHO\�
XVH�¿VK�ZDVWH�ZDWHU�WR�QRXULVK�SODQWV�
and increase yields. Made of polycar-
bonate panels securely mounted on a 
ZRRGHQ�VWUXFWXUH��LW�LV�SRZHUHG�DQG�
heated by solar and radiant energy. 
$XJXVW����ZDV�D�VSHFLDO�GD\�RI�

celebration and a very proud moment 
for Project Leader Michael Oster and 
Co-Leader Guy Souliere, and a day 
to thank the many volunteers, garden 
members, funders and the local com-
PXQLW\�ZKR�KHOSHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�
dream come true.

And perhaps it is the beginning 
RI�PDQ\�PRUH�VXVWDLQDEOH�ZD\V�RI�
JURZLQJ�KHDOWK\�JRRG�IRRG�WKURXJK-
RXW�2WWDZD�DQG�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD��
To learn more or to get involved as 
a member or project partner, visit 
ZZZ�EUHZHUSDUNFRPPXQLW\JDUGHQ�
FRP�RU�HPDLO�EUHZHUJDUGHQ#JPDLO�
com.

A Dream Come True: Ottawa’s First Biodome Garden
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